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For Brethren, ye have been called tint Liberty ; on- 
Iy uſe not Liberty for an Occaſion to tho Fleſh, but by 
Love /erve one another. 


EXT to the Deſire of Happine/s, the * of Liberty 
ſeems to be the predominant Affection of the human Mind. 
And though the true Idea of Liberty, beſi ting a rational 
Creature, is ſometimes obſcur'd by the Adulations of car- 
| 2 nal Objects, in a /ibertine State; yet the Appetite is itſelf 
rcd invariable, notwithſtanding all ſuch Miſtakes about it's p:0- 
Nanga per Otzject. 
r 7 - -:.- „ 
APRixcirrE fo well eſtabliſh'd offers a fair Handle to 
theſe, who would reſcue the Doctrine of Liberty from the corrupt Gloſſes it is 
veiF'd by, in a ſenſual Life: And I do not ſee wherein thoſe bright Capacitiee, 
which 2re fitted for doing much Good in the World, could deſerve better of 
Mankir d, or do more Honour to Gop and Religion, than by placing this Doc- 
trine in a clear Light. | wiſt'd the preſent Opportunity had fallen to the Lot 
cf ſome of theſe, rather than to mine: However, there is now ro other Choice 
but to comply wich the Occaſion which has brought me hither, by deſcribiog the 
Doctrine of Liberty, or Freedom, it not to the Satisfaction or Convincemert'ct 
the Curious, whom the Novelty of the Occaſion (J imagire) may have engaged 
to accompany us here this Day; yet, with Faithfulneſs and Carcour. In tt.i3 
View, I conſider the preſent Aſſembly under a twofold CharaQer ; namely, the 
Whole as an Aſſembly of Chrifians ; Part, as a Society of Friends, united toge- 
ther by a Band of Love, for mutual Aſſiſtance, and Improvement likewiſe in all 
uſeful Kaowlege. Accordingly, what I have to offer upon this Subject of Leber- 
ty will be either more Nenn as reſpecting all now preſent as Men ard Chri/- 
tians; and this ſhall be my principal Aim becauſe it is the Concern of all: Or 
more particular, as being applicable to you, my Brethren, who are diſtinguiſhed 
as Free, not only in Appeila:ion, but by the Eſſence alſo of your Inſtitution; for 
Reaſons I am not to mention here, but obvious to you. res 9 


8B Fos 


to the mein Deſign of our Text.——The general Scope of this Epiſtle to the Ga- 
/ntians, is to aſſert the Doctrine of 7x//ification, not by Works of the Laab, but by 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt : Hence the Apoſtle inſiſts upon our firmly abiding by the 
Liberty, to which we zre called under the Goſpel; and charges us not to ſuffer 
the Room of which*Chrift has ſubſtitoted a rew Covenant of Grace, the Cordi- 
tion whereof is Faith, operating by willing Obedience; nor in that other Yoke, 


the Ceremonial Law ; whoſe Uſe and Obligation were abol.ſhed, by the Appear- 


ance ard Suffering of Chriſt, who was ty pied or ſhadowed Ly that Law. 


Bur, as it is uſual for corrupt Nature to run from one Extream to another; 


and Men, while they attend to the Freedom proclaimed by the Goſpel f.om the 
Ceremonial Yoke, which was the Bondage of the aus; and from the Siawery of 
Sin, which was that of the Gentiles ; are forward to extend ther Privilege to a 
Freedom trom all Reſtraints impoſed by Religion, even by the Religion cf Va- 
ture, as well as that of Jeſus: He further infils. upon the abandonivg Sin, which 
he expreſſes by Works of the Fla; and practiſing Holineſs and 16138 
called Works or Fruits ef the Spirit, as the Eſſence of our Liberty, as Chriſtians, 


Tuis whole Argumentation is comprehenſively abridged in the Text; Te baue 
Iten called unto Liberty; only uſe not Liberty for an Occaſicn to the Fl &, but by 
Lowe ſe: ve one antther: Which the ſame Apcitle exprefles thus in another Place“; 
being made free from Sin, and beceme Servants ta Goa, ye hawe yeur Fruit unto 
Helineſs : Parallel to which is that of St. Peter +; as free, and not uſing your Liberty 
for a Chak of Malicieuſneſs ; but as the Servants of Gt: Wherecot the Fruits 
will be a Compliance wich the ſubſequent Precep's | ; Horour a/l Men; love the 
Bretherbood; fear God; honour the King : Which I mer tion he-e, as being the 
avow'd Profeſſion, and, 1 hope, will be likewiſe the Practice, of all the Brethren, 


From this brief Explication of the-Dcſign_of the Text, I proceed to the Sub- 


ject Matter of it; wherein three Enquiries will naturelly offer. 

I. Taz Nature of that Freedom which attends the Chriſtian Religion, 
II. Wreatin the proper Exerciſe of that Frecdom conſiſts. 
III. Tus ger uine Signs and Effetts thercof. 


I. I Au to enquire into the Nature of the Freed:m, which a'tends the Chri/=». - 
| And, in order to this, it will be proper to cor fider Man, 
either zs in a Sate of Nature; or under the o/d Lau, and Moſair Diſpenſattion ; . 
ſeeing a great Part of the * Liberty ſtanès in his being elevated far above the. 


tian Religion. 


one, and d. livered from the Bondage of the other. 
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For an Entrance upon this Undertaking, it will be expedient to attend a Rule 


ourſelves to be again intanglid in that Yoke of Londage, a Covenant of Works; in | 
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By- Nature. every Man is a Slave in a ſpiritual Scnſe, propell'd by the Ty- 
ranny of diſorderly Appetites, and rebellious Diſpoſitions ; and ſo in Bondage to 
Guilt, Wrath, and eternal Death. Not to ſpeak of the many Declarations of 
Scripture, which repreſents Man's natural-hnaginations as evil continually ; a lit- 
tle. Attention to what paſſes within, will ſoon convince a Carnal; of the Truth 


of this; eſpecially when, he perceives in his Mind any ſuch Movements as prompt 


him to diſbelieve a God, and to diſregard his Word as. Fooliftneſiry or urge him 
to account it vain and unneceſſary to obey, ſerve, or truſt in him: Beſides the 
Multitude of enormous Imaginatio:.s, depreſſing and 1:jurious,--with Reſpe to 
Fellows by Nature; and too partial, too flattering and aſſuming, in Regard to 
Self: All of them repugnant to the Rules of Pi-ty, Charity, and-Sodriety; whictr 
are the Sum, or Abridgement of Chriſtian Obligation... 


Tur. Light of Nature, it:is true, diſcovers a God: For, fetching Arguments 
f.om the Original of Things, which muſt have ſome ceterminate Point of 'I'ime 
for-the-Commencement of their Being: From the apparcnt Manifeſt:tions of a 
Providence, in maintainirg all the Orders of erea'ed Brings; and in continuing 
their ſpecific Diſt.nAions intire, notwithſtanding.the Oppoſitions and Enmities, if 
I may ſo call them, ſubſiſting among many of their Kirds : From the wenderful 
Powers cf intellectual. Subſtances, which every Man feels in himicll: Ard, from 
the Catenation of mundane Peirgs ; which, as Links in a Chain, have Depend- 
ence upon one another: All are Arguments, that appear to an-unbiaſs'd- Reaſon 
no leſs than Demonſtration of.the Exiſtence of one ſupreme omnipotent Being, 
the. Cauſe of that Exiſtence of the-Creature, aad the Object of its Dependence. 
And the ſame Principle, if not utterly corrupted, argues wi.h like Strergth for 
Man's expreſſing his Senſe of that Deperdeuce, by ſome Kind cf Vorſbip and A- 
doration of-his almighty Maker and Preſerwer ; whether out of Lowe for his Gœcd- 
nc/5, or out of Fear of à Diſcontinuance of his Regard, H er ce. it ſeems ſcarcely 
credible that there can be an Atbeiſt in Judgment or Perſuaſicn: Yet, I deny not 
that there are many L£thei/2s, if palpable Diſobedience, or the framing ſuch Ideas 


of God as are not compatible to an alinighty, juſt, holy, and beneficent Being, 


may be [uppoſed to make up that Character. 


Bu r this is a plain Inſtance of the Bondage of the natural State, that altho* 
Men ſhall acknowlege the Exiſtence of a God, and even not Ciſown their De- 
pendence upon him; they can't perſuade their Hearts to render unto him that 


Adoration and. Reverence, . which are unqueſtionably due to ſo tremendous a- 4 
Majeſty. ... 


Riour Reaſon, -I own, is the Foundation of Liberty: But that is not to be 
found amongſt Men, without ſome Mixture of Corruption. - God, whole Will is 
Rectitude itſelf, always acts /cely, and always rightly : But Appetite in Man of- 
ten {ways to Evil, even while his Reaſon perſuades the contrary. Degenerate- 
Nature is prone io Vice, becauſe allied to bodily Pleaſure; and it Man had only- 


an animal Scul Ike that of Brutes, it were fit that he ſhould- purſue thoſe H lea- 


ſures witt.out Reſtraint, as being capable of no other: But if it is true that he 
has alſo a ratioxa/ Soul, a Principle within, fiu ed to take greateſt Deligbt in in- 
tell: Etual Objects and Offices, corpoꝛeal Objects can have no Share in compoſing 
a ſuitable Happineſs for hm; and couſcquently, he can never be ſaid to act wita 


Fretacm, 


Freedom, be the Mctions of his Will never ſo placid for the Time, ſo long as the 
nobleſt Part of his Compoſition is render d ſubject to the b ind Impulſe of Serte. 


Bur ſuch an Overbearing of Reaſon could never be, if Reaſon itſelf was not 
corrupt: Corrupt in the moſt perfect, tho" not in Eſſence, yet in Quality 
and Effect. It's Strength and Perception are both impaired; ard by that Meane 
it is the eafier captivated: by the falſe: Repreſentations of the ſenſnive Appetite. 
Hence it is eaſy to diſcern, where true Freedom lies: For this low Faculty is 
plainly conſtrair.ed in its Acts, having no Freedom, no Power to reſiſt the Blan- 
difiments of any /imple Apprehenfion ; ſo that here can be no Place for any moral 
Good or Evil: And. if Reaſon once becomes ſubjected to its Dominion, as is much 
to be fearcd without the Aids of Religion, the Man (I'm ſure) will have little 


| Reaſon to boaft of his Freedom ; but is rather bound to Error and Vice; and tren 
. chargeable with Evil in many Things that, in their Nature, are indifferent. 


Such is the Bofdage of the natural State. Let us now turn our Enquiry to 


that of the Law. I mean the o/d Law ; which rigorouſly exacted a compleat O- 


bedierce, without Failure in the loweſt Inſtance; and that by a Man's natural un- 
a ſũſted Strength, as the Condition of his Acceptance with God: For ſuch was the 
Sanction of the Law, as. the: Apoſtle witneſſeth, (Galat. iii, 10, from Deut. 
xxvii, 26,) Curſed is very one that: continueth not in all Things, «which are avrit- 
ten in the Book of the Law, to do them: Which being an impoſhble Condition, 
after that Man nad ſinned himſe!f into Corruption and Impotence, conc!udes the 
Law that required it to have been a Toke indeed; a Bondage to Guilt, Wrath, 


and endleſs Ruir, without Place for Repentance, or for Mercy. 


As to the Cercmonial Lago, St, Peter makes no Difñ culty to declare, that it 
was an intolerable Tele. It was a coſtly, laborious, and painful Service; 
which could never be compleatly obſerved in all Parts; and was in itſelf an infuf- 
ficient + Remedy for Sin. But the Deliverance from this Yoke being the leaſt 
Part of cur Freedom by Chriſt, I dwell no longer upon it. | 


Tuls I dsſire to obſerve, that what is ſpoken of our Deliverance fram the 
J aao, is 1.0t to be taken for an Abrogation of the Law, conſider'd as a Rule of 
Obedience; but only, the Earancipation of ſpiritual Men and Believers from the 
Cutſe and Rigour of it, wherein the Scerwitude of the Law properly ſtands. We 
are to diſtinguiſh between a gracious and equitable Mitigation of R:igeur, and an 
abſolute Abolition of Law. It never was the Deſign of Chriſt to aboliſh the mo- 
ral Law, as any Ingredient in our Freedom ; but oaly, as was ſaid, to relax it's 
Severity, by taking from Believers that Curſe denounced-by it againſt the ſlight- 
eſt Deviation. And indeed, he that is not thus freed by Chrift (witch is the Cafe 
of, Uabelicvers) is {till liable to the Curie of Non-Obedience: Whilſt they who 
fly from that Sentence to the Covenant of Grace in 7%, become truly free : 
And the firſt 3:ep to this Freedom is a deep Senſe of their ſinful hopeleſs Condi- 

tion, by the Coaviction of tne Law. Chrif's Buſineſs in the World was to fave 
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' ſcribes a ſpot 


his Praiſes, and pouring forth aſſiduous Prayer; and a burning 
Man, exemplified in all imaginable Ways of Elleem and Beneficence, 


CI 


Sinners ; ſenſible, ſelf humbling Sinners: To ® eaſe the beauy laden; to comfort 
them that mourn ; and to deliver the Captives from their Chains and Fetters, 
Hereby they become free, as from the Dominion of Sin, ſo likewiſe from the 
Curſe that is it's Due. Their earneſt Deſire to obey is accepted in the room of 
an indefective Obedience, becauſe one of the Race of Men, as our Repreſenta- 
tive by divine Appointment, f. e. Jeſus Chriſt, God and Man, has fully ſatisfied 
the Rigour of the Law, by his faultleſs Obedience. 


Bur of all this which Chõri has performed to reſcue Man from Bondage, there 


is nothing to countenance Licerntiou/ne/s, or ſuch a Liberty as conſiſts merely in 


doing what we liſt, without any ſort of Reſtriction; for that is the Parent of Miſ- 


rule and Diſorder, to ſay the leaſt. Chriſt's Religion, tho? eaſy in Compariſon 


of the Laa, is nevertheleſs termed a Joe: A Yoke we are bound to take upon 
us, or undergo that which is infinitely more inſupportable. It every where pre- 

Foſs Purity, and moſt conſummate Virtue ; and all it's Injunctions 
are calculated to that End: But then, it requires not this with the ſame indiſpen- 


| ſible Rigour which the Law did: It impoſes an eafier Condition, namely Faith; 


not indefeive Obedience: Ard it allows Place for Repentance after Sin, which 
the Law denied us. And as to the Requiſition of that higher Pitch of Virtue, 


which few, perhaps, have ever attained to; it ſeems ih:ended to ſpur us on to a c- 


rows Obedience, and to keep us humble thro! a Senſe of our Defectiveneſs, by ac- 


- quainting us with our Obligation if rigorouſly dealt by, ſo as we may the more 


ardently apply to our Redeemer ; rather than an indiſpenſible Condition of Sal- 
vation, ur der the Grace of the Goſpel, What I underſtand by this ' high Pitch 
of Virtue, is the Summit and utmoſt Perfection of all Goſpel Graces and Virtues ; 
a flaming Ardour ia Religion and Fervency of Devotion, and Zeal for God, 
which Night and Day makes the Soul anxious to advance his Nagy þ in ſpeaking 

ove to every 


II. Tae ſecond Thing propoſed is, to enquite wherein the proper Exertiſe of 


this Freedom of Chriſtians conſiſts, 


Tut Negative is contained in the Text; not by Works of the Ne, of the 
Particulars whereof we find a long Catalogue in the 19th, and fome following 


Verſes of this Chapter. Some of theſe | may occaficnally mention, but here 


chuſe to underſtand by F %, more generally, the inferior Faculty of the Soul ; 
or rather, the corrupted Bent of Nature, and Loſs of God's Image; whereby 
the carnal Mind becomes violently inclin'd to inordinate Aﬀe&tions and inſatiable 
Luſts; as being either altogether deſtitute of Grace and Godlineſs, which is the 
vileſt Degree ot carnal Subjection; or, if regenerate, being ſtill weak, havin 
attained but the Infant-ſtep into Chriſt's Religion, and yet more forcibly ſwayed 
by Flo than by the Spirit. 
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Now, was there g6thing elſe to be ſaid in Diſpara 
befi ie that Declaration in t , 


elle i Diſparagement of this Principle, 
e written Word, that it excludes Men from the Kit 


it's wretched Bondage: And ſhould it ever be our Uohappineſs to deprive our- 
ing Denizens of that glorious Kingdom; be our Preten 
lege, does likewiſe tend to enſlave us in the moſt concerning Serſe. . And ſuch, 


Wills, under the ſpecious Title and Dreſs of Liberty. 


and, when Conſcience is wanting. knows no Bounds : „It ends not where it be- 
one draws on another; that a third; and ſo on, until it ſet'les in downright In. 


Evil, is almoſt extinct, or has but ſome obſcure Traces remaioing in the Mind: 
No >trugg'es ; no Reverence for Conſcience ; but an intire Subjection to, the Do- 
minion of Sin. Such is the Hazard of complexional Sins eſpecially, whic!- have 
ſome Poſſeſſion in the beſt of Men; and would ſoon render, them the Proficients 


Ss 60 
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It is further worth conſidering, that Vite being, in all Mens Opinion, ucterly re- 
pugrant to the eſſential Purity of the divine Mind, it muſt heeds be the Object of 
his Diſlike and Averſation ; and conſcquently, it's own intrinfic Turpitude muſt 
derive Unhappine!s upon the Guilty, aitho' there had been ro explicit Dcclara- 


tion concerning it in the reveal'd Will of God. 


As it appears from hence, that the proper Fxerciſe of our Liberty does not 
couſiſt in the Licentiorſneſs of Vice; let us briefly enquire wherein it does poſitrave- 
ly confilt. Here the Antitheffs, which the Apoſtle ſets between FI ar d Spirits 
determines the Method I am to follow. We muſt not ufe our L:berry to an In- 
dulgence of the FC% ; but (according to the known Rule of Oppoſites) mult ex- 
ert it in Noris of the Spirit, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks in the z zd and 23d 
Verſes. 


Ir Faith, there ircluded among the Fruits of the Stirit, be taken, for that E. 
ra gelical Grace which i: made the Condition of Acceptance and Salvation thro? 


comprebend all 
ſelves: And Lowe, that which we owe to one another: Whercof uy, Peace, 


Long Suffering, Gent /eneſs, Gooaneſ5, and Meckneſs, ate ſo many Diverfifications. 
Theſe are filed Fruits of the Spirit, becauſe they are effected by the Impulie and 


— 


— 
— 


* Neaug enim ultum finitur vitium ibi ubi oritur. VAL. Max. lib. ix, cap. 1. 


dom of G; that alone is equivalent to a thouſand Reaſons for our fly ing from | 
ſelves, either thro* Wantonneſs or Ignorance, of the Hope and Privilege of be- 
| 25 to Freedom never ſo 
well grounded in other Reſpects, whatever tends to vacate this excellent Privi- 
indeed, is the T'endency of Libertiniſn; while it impoſes on our Judgments and 
Bur beſide this judicial Declaration, the intrinſic Nature of Vice and Sin 
prove them to be inconſiſtent with the Happine/s, and conſequently with the 
Freed:m, of a latjonal Mind, All Men may perceive that Vice is inſatiable, 


« gan; * ſeeing there is a Catenation in Vices, as well as Virtues ; whereby 


fiety: Wherein the univerſal Difference between Vile aud Comely, Gcod ard 


in Vice now deſcribed, did not Grace give ſame Check to the growing Evil.— 


Chriſt, as the Argument ſeems to require; then the Enumeration here given will 
33 of a Chriitian Obligation : That. Faith will repreſent 
iiety toward God in general : Tempcrance, all. that Duty which reſpccts our-, 


Guidance 
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dddance of the Holy Spirit, and refide in a ſpiritualized Mind; and imply all 
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As it is natural to wiſh and ſtudy our dun Advantage, it muſt be a'ſo natural to 
examine how that End may be accompliſhed, and to reſolve upon the Purſuit of it; 
and this Reſolution will bring, us to an immediate Seuſe of moral. Duty. - If we are 
vot very ſuperficial Obſervers, we can't but read in the great Volume of Nature, 
that the almighty Author of our Being deſigned us to be happy; and may thence 
conclude, that the Promiſes and Threatnir gs of his revealed Will are not fo much 
intended for Reſtraints on our Liberty, as Motives to complying wich the ſtrong 
Appetite of our Nature for H2ppineſs, I think it evident, that this Happineſs 
cannot conſiſt in bodily .Gratifications of any Kind; and therefore, the Bound; 
that are ſet to us with Reſpett ig them, Aare not our proper Liberty. Virtue 
alone is the Happineis of a rational Mind : Witneſs that Delight which accem- 
panies the Acts of Devotion, and h ve, Hope and Beneficence ;. and the Diſor-- 
ders to:h of Mind and Body uſually atten: ing. Malice, Envy, Diſcontent, and 
other turbu'ent Paſſions: Witneſs a'ſo the terrible Preſages of Conſcience, about 


* 
* % * 


Tus DitiaRion between Moral and Peſtive will ſerve for à Tranſition 
to what Im to offer upon pure Chriſtian Duty. Moral, properly ſpeak: - 
1157 js What flows ſrom the Image of Gd in Map, either created with him, as 
all Precepts concerning Love to God and Man; or reſtored by Grace alter the 
Fall. as the Commands about Faith, Repentance, and the like: And theſe com- 
Preben | all Morality. , Some T hings may be convenient, and for that Reaſon 
ejzgined ; tho* they do not thus, proceed neceſſarily from God's Attributes, or 
Man's Compoſi:ion : But ſuch are not of moral, but of p:/itive Obligation; as 
ſole'y depending upon his po/izive Commard. Thus, tor Inſtance, to worſhip , 
Cod is naturally and zzora/!/y, good ; but the Circumſtances of Time and Manner 
are arbitratious and poſitive, depending intirely upon, the Revelation of his Will: 
The one is immutable and eternal; the other revocable when God | pleaſes, 
However, this does not extend to the Means needful in the Accompliſhment of 
moral Duty : Theſe Means, as well as the Duty they refer to, are of moral Ch- 
ligation ; thus Magiftracy (o give one Inſtance) being neceſſary to enſorce the 
Lxerciſe of mutual Juſlice among Men, mult needs partake of the Merality of 
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that common Duty. The ſame may be ſaid of ſuch Acts of the.godly Life, as are 
id ſeparably connected with oral Goodneſs, ard are even moral for the Matter 


of them: Of which Kind are Piligence in erquiring into the Will of God; Scru- 


pulouſneſs in regarding it; and, as the Apolile ſpeaks “, aworking ent Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling, 4 


© Tas. brings me to the Conſideration of Piety or Godlineſ5, as the Cemplex of 


_ Chriſtian Duty. This, as inavard, principally confiſts in. honoxring and eftceming 
- God; /owving him, and therefore ſtudy ing to pleaſe kim; feartug him, and reve- 


rencing all his Commands: In a Word, in Faith, Reliance, and "Humility. The 
external Act of Piety comprehends Adoration, in all thoſe: Tokens of Honour 
which teſtify a real ward Regard; and Prayer, with Thankſgiving. This is 


that Courſe which the Scriptures metaphorically call Light : Whence Chriſtians 
are ſa'd to ſhine as + igt in the World; and are commanded to Þf walk in the 


Light, and as ** Children of the Light : That is, in ſuch a Manner as becomes 
Perſons who have been made Partakers of the Knowlege cf Gos, and ca: elul to 


un the Works of Darkneſs. 


As to Fear, which is ſometimes put for all Goadlingſi, it is of two Kinds. One 
is a /erwvile Fear; regarding God as a rigorous and dreadful Lord, hard to be ap- 


peaſed when once offended, Such is the Fear we ſometimes ſee in thoſe Men, 
who, having contemned the Laws and Service of God through their Lives, are 


ready to tumble into their Graves in a Temper of Soul but little rcmov'd from 
Deſperation. This Kind of Fear is the uſual Cauſe of Syperfition : And 'tis of 
it the Apoſtle ſpeaks, when comparing the Diſpenſation of the Low to that of 
the Goſpel; +Þ Te have not received the Spirit of Bondage again to feat; but ye 
have received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Futher. 


"HoweEveR, this Frar is not abſolutely to be condenin'd, becauſe certain Cir- 


cumſtances do nec: ſſarily beget and require it; yet it is vaſtly inferior to that A- 


lial Fear, which is grounded on the Conſideration cf God's paternal Goodneſs, 
and which ought to refide in every Chriſtin, For altho".the Goſpel abounds 
more in Promiſes than in Threatnings, yet it kas Threats enough to convince us, 
that every Violater of the Covenant is ſtill obnoxious to. Rejection and Ven- 
geance. I readily ohn, that the true Catiſtian Fear docs not ſo much conſiſt in 
Sentiments of Dread and Horrour, 2s in a: ſweet Mixture of Love and Awe; 
and that the Dread pf Vengeance is rather the Neceſſity and Unhappineſs of a 
Unfal Condition, than the Duty of Fear in the- Meaning of the- Goſpel. But yet 
we may find, that even this C:/pel- Fear has the Fate to be branded by ſome with 
the diſgraceful Character of Svperſtition; that great pretended" Bugbear of Liber- 
tines, ———Szperſtirion is a Pretence of doing more in God's Service than he 


requires; and is, indeed, not only a needleſs Intruſion upon our Freedom, but 
- Criminal alſo, as it proceeds from a groundleſs Fear, which derogates from the 


7 boy 


Mercy and Goodneſs of God. Neverthe'eſs, even this dreaded Swper/tition is an 
Argument of ſome Reverence for God; and;upon that Account, notwithſtanding 
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all it's Miſtakes, is by far pteferable 1 whiclf ſpeaks nothing but Con- 
c 


tempt, and,is a wilfai Bondage to the and Cort uption, 


We ſee then how little Reaſon we have to expect ſuch a Freedom in Religion, 


as admits of no Reſtraints at all, The Eſſence of Freedom is, to ad without 


Compulſion; &nd- accordingly, our Service is ſpoke of as the Service of a avr/- 


ling Mind, which is pere Freedom. But for a Freedom fl om all Reſtraints, it is 
what our Nature was never deſiga'd to, nor is capable of. Wherever there 18 
Dependence, there muſt be Subjedtion: And we, to get above that Dependence, 
maſt firſt get above the natural Condition of Man, and make ourſelves equal 


with God. [So that if it is but granted that there is a God; and ſome Subject 


of his making, capable of adhering voluntarily to him; there needs no more, in 
my Opinion, to prove the Neceſſity of the — — and Subjection that are 
implied in Religion: For the general Import of R 


erſuaded that himſelf, and all his Powers and Enjoyments, have come from his 
and, will be naturally diſpoſed, whenever he reaſons freely, to render all back 
to him; and to prefer whatever Reafon perſuades is his Wil; as, in general, 


Right before Wrong, Good before Evil, whether expreſsly required or rot: And 


ſince it is univerſally allowed to be god to wwor/oip God, and to do good to Men, 
he will be diſpoſed to acquit himſelf faithfully of the Obligation to both theſe 

1 Fear, Lowe, Faith, Hope, and Obedience; and be- 
having towards all Men inoffenfively, faithfully, and benefizently; reitter viola- 
ting Engagements, injuring the Innocent, refuſing equitable Aſſiſtance, not mal- 
treating Bznefactors: In a Word, doing to others what- he would have them to 


do unto him, in a parallel Caſe; and torbezrirg to do to others what himſcitf 
would diſlike, or think unjuſt. 


Tuts is pure natural Religion; and let any one judge if it does not impoſe 
many great Reſtraints upon tne corrupt Wills of Men: And yet the Obligation 


of this Religion is generally acquieſced in, How unreaſorable then muſt it be, 
to complain of Chriſtianity, as abridging our Liberties? ] Chriſtianity is not 
diſterent, in the main, from natural Religion; but an Improvement of it: Set- 


ting it's Duties in a more advantagecus Light, and annexing the Sanction of Re- 
wards, which un-enligh:ten'd Nature could have no tolerable Gueſs about: Ex- 
cepting the Doctrines that refer to, and depend upon, thoſe of Juſtificaticn' by 
Faith in Chriſt, free Election to Life and Glory, the Eff racy ct Repentance; 
and two poſitive Precep!s'peculiar to Chriſt's Religion: But theſe are fo fer from 
inercaſing the Burden of Religion, that it is much to be feared, an Occaſion is 


taken from ſome of them to bind Men faſter in natural Turpitude ; for, believ- 


ing readily whatever is ſaid of God's being gracious, and willing to remit Sins 
thro' the Efficacy of Chr.ſt's Mediation, they venture to go on in Evil; and hope 
taat Jeſus will be their Saviour, notwithſtanding their Preſumption. 
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eligion is, the cleaving and ad- 
hering of ſome free and reaſonable Creature to God, with due Lowlineſs and 
Submiſſion; who being ſenſible of the divine Exccllencies and Per fections, and 
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FTuus having given ſome Account of the Nature of the Liberty which we are 
called to, as Chriltians; which there is not Time, nor any great Need (I ima- 
gine) ia this Audience, to branch out into more Particulars : I proceed to 


III. Tus Third Enquiry propos“ d; namely, the genuine Signs and Effects of 
this Liberty, as ſumm'd up by the Apoſtle in one Article, te By Lowe ſerve 


tne axother, 


Tur I may adapt this Part of our Text to the preſent Occaſion, I take the 
Liberty to conſider this effective Lowe according to it's general Import; acknow- 
leging, the Apoſtle's primary Defign therein was to recommend that particular 
Branch of mutual Service, which conſiſts in forbearing to give Scandal ard Of- 


12 to our weaker Brethren, through an unreaſonable Uſe of our Chriſtian 
iberty. * 


LOFE is an Affection too wel! underſtood to need definirg. It is what Na- 
ture exacts, and God requires. The Goſpel of Chrift, which is all Love, ſets it 
in the higheſt Rank of Virtues, and makes it the peculiar Characteriſtic of a true 
Diſciple of Zejus. God is Love; Chrilt is Love: And nothing elevates Men to 
ſa ncar a Reicmblance of the divine Nature, as unfeigned Love to one another. 


Tur two main Parts or Properties of this Affection are Bencwolence and Bene- 
ficence : The one implying a kearty Deſire of the Good ard Happineſs of it's 
Object; the other, « zealous Attention to the promoting that Goe2, by a ſea- 
ſonable Exeiciſe of actual Aſſiſtance, Munificence, and Liberality. 


1. BENEVOLEN CE, then, being a Propenſion of Soul which wiſhes 
well to another, is but another Word for Frienaſtip, when the Affection is reci- 
procal ; but if it only reſides in one of the Parties, tis what we term Benignity 
and God nature, ard gives Riz to the Virtue of Humanity. The Offices hercof 
are too many ard various to be now minutcly deſcribed : Therefore, I will but 
bri. fly touch upon the Particulars enumerated by St. Paul, under the Denc mina- 
tion of Fruit; of the Spirit; Viz. Joy, Peace, Long Suffering, Genilencſs, Faith, 
DMeckneſs. 


By Foy is ſignified a chearſu! eaſy Temper, and ſubmiſſive Deportment to one 
another ; free from thzt moroſe and haughiy Humour, that ſour and forbiddi: g 
Carriage, which is apt to depreſs the Spirits of our Friends; and inſtead of ren- 
ccring us eaſy together, which is the true Genius of Frier.dſhip, imbitters all our 
1.tercourſe with ore another. 


PEACE here implics a ſedate and quiet Spirit; ſuch as never reges with 
unruly turbulent Paſſions, which are ſo apt to divide us; never gives Way to t e 
\'oomy Vice Envy, nor the /e/f termenting Diſeaſe of Malice; never diſcompo- 
100 by fattious or ſeditious Deſi us: In ſhort, not haſty in Fine or tak ing Of- 
ſeace, nor apt to entertain any grourdleſs Jealoufies or Suſpicions, tending to 
Contempt or Diſhonour: But always peaceable, always humble, always regular; 

X's great Endeavour is to harmonize the World. 
a 1 MEEKNESS 
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MEEKNESS and Long- Suffering differ only as Leſſer and Greater: Long- 


Suffering is the higheſt Degree of Meetneſi. Both relate to Patience in Wropgs. 
and a 'I'oleration of the Infirmities of others; free from Hatred and il!.natur'd 
Reſentment for every Word or Act which may bappen to diſpleaſe, As it often 
happens, that an Offence is given in Things which do no real Damage, thi: meek 
Diſpoſition will be ready to light ard overlook them, rather than make them a 
Subject of Conteation and Difurion : If they are in ſome Degree hurtful, it will 
eaſi'y forgive, and always interpret the Words and Actions of others with Can- 
dour : Or ſhould an Injury be ſo great or ſudden as to extort ſome Reſentment, 
yet it will bz reſented without Gall or Malice; ard even forgiven in point of Re- 
taliation and Revenge: Yet, without declining our own recellary Defence, or 
abandoning our Right to the Malice of every unjuſt Invader. 


GENTLENESS is nearly allied to Mee&u:/5, and moſt that was ſaid of 
one, may be applied to the other. Ic behaves to all Men with Candour and Hu- 
mil ty ; and is never cruel in Action, nor abufive in Word: It gives n mild and 
equitable Conſtrudtion to every Thing that is ſaid or done; and, far from dwel- 
liag much upon the Purctilies and Formality of an artificial Complement, it chief- 
ly regards the more ſolid Courteſy of a benign Temper. 


FAITH is here the ſame àa Fait»fulns5, or an Agreement between Words 


and Things, both in Diſconrſes and Promiles. This is one of the moſt amiable 
among the ſocial Virtues, becauſe it tends to the preſerving a mutual Confidence 
amongſt Men; and, when managed with Simplicity ana open Freedom, muſt 
needs conciliate Mens Love to one another: For there is hardly any Thing fo 
taking with the natura! Generofity of human Nature, as an undiſſembled Truft. 
But 5 ,uiſe, and Concealment of Sentiments, further than Prude ce makes ne- 
ceſſary, as it is an Argument of Miſtruſt and Jealouſy, can never conſiſt with U- 
nion of Affection. 


2. BENEFICENCE, or Doing Goes, is the ſceond Thing to be conſi. 


der'd in Lowe. This is what tie Apeſtle means by Goodneſs in the alore cited 


Paſſage, a d is but another Name for Uri/ity. Herein it is we may be ſaid to 
Serve one another by Lowe : For let Benevolence be never fo irtenſe, yet wuilſt it 
continues to be in ff Clive, it is unprofitable ard unſerviceable to all. Whereas 
the Love which operates by an 2fz2ive Gu, is truly beneficial, It is this 
that commu»vicates good I hinge, whether of Mird or Body, to other Men: It 
is this which obliges a Perſ n o look on every Man as another / and a Mem- 
ber of the ſame Body; and thersfore cauſes him to account it one End of his 


Life a2d Being to be inſtrumental to the Good of others; to relieve the Diſtreſ- 


ſed, aſſiſt the Weak, comfort the Affl cted, reduce the Univly, bear with the 
Frail, inſtruct and adviſe the Igno:ant; in a Word, to do all poſſible Good, by 
AR, Counſ.-l, and Exaurip e. | 


Tus it is we ſerve one another. Thus we tear one anotler': Burdens, which: 


is ſaid to fulfil the Law of Chriſt, But, if we are to be Servarts then to 
Men, ſome may probably aſk, How are we then free ? We ſerve in Love, 
than which Affection nothing is more free. There is no Ccmpulſion in Love. 
What was ſaid of Licenticuſugſi in it's Contraſt with Liberty, may be as _ 
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ſaid of Se/f/nc/i, when oppoſed to Beneficence and Liberality. The ſelfiſh Man 
is in truth a Slave to a wretched tyrannizing Maſter : Luft of Wealth, Luſt of 
Power, Luft of fleſhiy Gratifications, are infa'table Demands ; always craving, 
always drivirg, but never contented, nor ſuffering. the Breaſt in which they re- 
ſide to be at Peace, Whereas the Promptneſs to be cf Ule to all, as far as a 
Perſon's Capacity and Icfluence reach, is the Source of inward Delight, and Pa- 
rent of Eſteem and Acceptance in our Societies: This, as one “ obſerves, „in- 
© finuates Reſpect and Good-Will: Th's e:compaſſes a Man with Friends, which 
„ are ſo many Guards of his Safety, Supporters of his Fortune, Patrons of his 


Reputation, Succourers of his Neceffty, and Comforters of Eis Aſſliction. 


Howzvsr, this Office, it muſt be owr.'d, admits of ſome Limitations as to 
the Degrees of Service: For both Reaſon and Religion ſuggeſt Meaſures of He- 


neficence, proportion'd to the Relation, and more eſpecially the Worihine/s, of 
thoſe, with whom we have to do. 


Tur Samene/5 of Nature that is in all Men, is a rational Ground of Fel/ow- 


Hip and Union ; and demands all thoſe common Offices of Brneficence, which 


come within the Import of the Word Humarity: Whether the Subject be wor- 
thy or unworthy, known or unknown, or kowever diſtant from us, either in 
Dwelling or Opinion ; and, which is more difficult than all, tho' he were a de- 
clar'd Enemy, there is a Degree o Lewe due from us, which ought to be al- 
ways a&tive, and always /incere. All this is beautifully deſcribed in our Saviour's 


Parable of the Samaritan ; Lake x, 


Howeve, it is not to be doubted, that nearer Relaticas do challenge from 
us, higher Meaſures of Affection and Aſſiſtance; and theſe till more intenſe and 
vigorous, according to the Proximity and Endearments of that Relation: Conſi- 
der Men as united in Family, Country, Pariſh, Neighbourkood, or any voluntary 
Aſſociation ; every Sort of Fellowſhip hath ſome peculiar Offices of Benevolence 
and Genero/ity appropriate to it, beſide thoſe general ones which muſt have Place 
in all, as belonging to, and * from, our cammon Humanity. But eſpe- 
cially, the Good, the Virtuous, the Faithful, in every Relation, have an inde- 
feaſible Title to the higheſt Meaſures of our Eſteem and Honour, Love and Ser- 
vice. In this we ſhall but imitate God and Chriſt, who diſt nguiſn the Horty; 
and ſhall but comply likewiſe with the Precept of ding Good to all, but eſpecial- 
'ty ta them that are of the Houſha'id of Faith, 


'T Have ſaid nothing of the more eminent Stations in any of our Rela'ions, 
whether Ra/crs of Families, or Commonwealths; ard any others who move in 
Spheres ſuperior to the common Equality of the lower Claſs : Since all agree that 
a higher Degree of Love and Honour is due to them, than to any other Indivi- 


dual of that reſpective Union. Every particular Member of a Society contri- 


butes ſomethirg to the Conſtitution, and ought to be aſſiſtant to the reſt, accor- 
ding to his Meaſure: Tho' the Strength and Harmory of the whole neceſſa- 
rily requires a Super-eminence of ſome executive or ruling Members, on whom 
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the greater Share of the Burden ſhould devolve; and ſor this very Reaſon, theſe 
are intitled, as I ſaid, to more eminent Degrees of Love, Honcur, and Support, 


' than any of the common Rank, As in a regular Building, every Stone ſhould 


be ſo ſituate as to berr it's Proportion of the Weight, in order to it's contribu- 
ting to the Compactneſs of the Whole; tho' all can not be of equal Importance: 


So in every well-order'd Society, all the Members, cemented together by mutual 


Help and Love, lighten each other's Burthen, and conſtitute one undivided well- 


* compaQted Edifice: And in a religious Senſe (to uſe the Scripture Metaphor), 'as 


lively Stones, compoie a Temple conſecrated to the Lord. 


Aud now, my Brethren, altho' it may be perceived by you, that I had your 
Order in my View, in all that has been hitherto ſaid about Lowe; yet, I'm ſen- 
ſible the Application has been too generally expreſſed to afford the Satisfaction 
which others may defice, as to the Nature of your Fellowſhip; and which 1 am 
likewiſe willing to give, as far as Pruderce wilt ſoffer me to do: I perſuade my- 
ſelf they have more Reaſon than to expect, that he peculiar Arcana of the Bro- 
therhood, which I have been entruſted with, can be unveiled by me. What I 
propoſe then in the Sequel, is briefly to conſider the Conſequences of this Love, 
as more particularly applicable to the preſent Occaſion. 


Our immediate Effect of Love, is Union : If not an Union in judgment and 


Opinion, et leaſt Union of Fedtion; with which a Diſagreement in private Sen- 


timeats may well enough conſiſt, when Men diveſt themſelves of Prejudice, 
Pride, and Bigotry. Hence ariſes Friend, the greateſt Ble ſſmg of this World: 


 Friend/hip ! which ſurrounds a Man with Eyes to watch for his Safety, and 


Hands to kelp and defend him. Frrienabip! which benefits the whole Commu- 


nity, by making one of ſo many of ic's Members; and conjoining in one indiſſo- 
luble Band a Number of Perſons, whoſe particular Diverſities of Opinion would 


have kept them at a perpetual Diſtance from one another. Lovely, peaceful 


\ Friendſhip ! joining Hands, uniting Hearts, covering Secrets, rep:oving Errors, 


and giving one Heart and one Tongue to all it's Votaries. 


THis is the Foundation on which all Socicties have been originally raiſed, and 
the Pillar they are ſupported by: And I may be allowed-ro tay, without exag- 
gerativg, that of all private Societies that have ever been inſtituted, this now 
preſent is moſt excellent; whether we conſider it's well- grour ded Pretenſions to 


| Antiquity, or the Wiſdom of it's Orders and Regulations, or the Harmony, 


Peace, Love, and JIaoffer ſiveneſs, of the Members which compoſe it. 


ILerrex this with a Reſpect to their Aſſemblies. I don't take upon me to 
ſay, that the Individuals are beiter Men than others, in their Families, Neigh- 
bourhoods, or other particular Relations: Tho? 1 will be bold tn aver, that no 
well inſtructed Ma/oz did ever become a worſe Man, in any Reſpect, by bein 
of that Fraternity. But, if a temporary Adherence to the Rules of Virtue wil 


be granted to be an Improvement (and ſurely a' temporary Virtue is preferable to 


a Life of. continual Intemperance or Prophinenc(s), in that Senſe it may be 
ſaid of every Perſon who becomes a NMaſon, that he is the better Man: And if 
he is a good Proficient in the Grounds of his Art, he wil be/ ſo at all Times, 


and 


n 


and in all his Relations. But, however it may be as to the Individuals, in their 
private Capacities, and perſonal Conduct; as a Society they are unteproachable, 
whilſt they keep up to the Rules and Orders of Free- Maſonry: And accordingly 
we find, that in th:ic Hours of meeting and erjoying one another (to let you in- 
to as much of their Character as it is convenient to diſcloſe), nothing but Peace 
and Freedom, Love and Innocence, and Good Humour, reign. 1 here are no 
Diſputes in Religion or Politics ever admitted; no Wrangling about Properties; 
no flandering of the abſent, nor reproaching the preſent ; no indecent Abuſe of 
the Name of the great Zehowan.; nor of themſelves by Intemperance : In ſhort, 
nothing inconfittent with Religion or Good Manner. This is, or ought ta 
be, the CharaQter of a Ma/2n, according to the fundamental Couſtitutions of that 
Union: And it it ſhould ſo happen that one Brother proves irregular, (which is 
leſs to be wonder'd at here than in Ch-i/tian/ty, where ſuch Irregulatity is too 
common, notwithilandi g it is of divine Intt tution,) they endeavour to reclaim 
him by Admonition ; and quite expell him their Society, if he continues to be 
incorrigible. 


Now if any Perſon N ſhall judge me to have been partial in this Ac- 
count, or imagine that | have ſtraiu'd the Truth in Faycur of this Society: * [aud 
ſhould aflert, or could even prove, that any Thing inconſiſtent with metal Vir- 
tue has at any Time happened in a Lodge, which I am {atisfied is a very rare 
Thing: I ſhall be acquit of Partiality, when I declare, that I have neither ſeen 
nor heard of any ſuch Thing; which, if it has ever happened, let the Guilty 
bear the Blame of, ——-Ma/orry will be for ever vindicated by it's avowed Prin- 
ciples and Deſigns: As to which, 1 dare the molt licentious Brother to deny, 
that Prophaneneſs, Intemperance, Quarrels, and every other Kind of Immorali- 
ty, are abſolutely repugnant to the fundamental Charge of a Free Mon; as 
will appear by the following Extract from their Book of Conſtitutions, — In 
Conſequence of which, I aftiim, that whatever Lodge infringes this fundamental 
Charge, it's Members are not good and faithful Brothers, and are deſpiſed ard 
abhorred, with Pity, by all that are ſo. Let not Ervy and Ipnorance there- 
fore charge the Whole with the Faults of a few rotten Members, if yet there be 
any ſuch, Is Chri//ianity a bad Thing, beczule ſome individual Perſons, or e- 
ven Societies, of profeſs'd Chriſtians are bed > Who would not be aſhamed of 
ſuch an Argument ? 


remembered, that Songs are no Part of Maſonry : and whatever Lodge admits of 
theſe Songs, or any ſuch, falls under the Condemnation juit mentioned; without 
fixing any Stain upon Ma/onry, whoſe Principles diſcourage and probibit every 
Thing of this Kind, ——For my own Part, I have never been Witneſs to the u- 


lng of ſuch Soogs ; and neither I, nor, I believe, any good Brother, would be 


fo, if we could poſſibly foreſee it. 
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* J//bat is betwern the Brackets abat not delivered in the Sermon; but adde? 


here to corredt an Afſertion deltyired, „ That no Brother cer came reeling away 
&% JZrunk from a Lodge, or bruiſed and wourded from a Fray therein: Which, 
upon Reflection, I think was too poſitive ; as it is impoſſible for me to know what 
may have happened in ſome Lodges, 


I muſt own, I have ſeen, in a Printed Book, a few 
Songs, called Maſons Songs, which are too juſtiy liable to Cenſure; but let it be 
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T xwow there are many TInveftives, thrown out apainſt our Society, which 

J believe my Brethren wiil not expect I ſhould here take any particular 
Notice of;] nor of the whimſical Surmiſes concerning it's Nature and De- 
ſien, that are ſo current among the Vulgar. Indeed ſome of theſe are fo 
ridiculouſly diverting, it would almoſt tempt one to wiſh the Ignorance they 
proceed from might continue. Vet, önce I have undertaken to divulge can- 
didly to others what may be divulged, I will aſſure them, in Anſwer to thofe 
who fancy Maſonry to be, a3 the Vulgar ſpeak, a new Se in Religion, that it 
is not properly a religious Society at all; and much leſs a Society of declared 
Unemies to Religion, as another ignorant Part of the People imagine. Their 
Printed Charges, which all may ſce, are ſufficient to cbviate all ſuch Miſtakes, 
and to jutt:fy both their Deſigns and Pradice. There it is ſaid, A Maſon, if 
«+ he underſtands the Art, will be neither a ſtupid Atheiſt, nor irreligious Liber 
© tine. He will be a pcaceable Sutje&t to Magiſtracy, and not meddle 
« in Plots. That no {ſcandalous immoral Men ought to be admitted. 
„ That their Mirth ſhall be innocent, without Exceſs or Compulſion. That 
* they ſhall yicld due Honour to the Rank of a Brother, notwitkſtanding their 
% Equality as Maſons. Thet hey ſhall make Peace between contending 
«© Brethren, and relieve the Indig-nt as far as they are able, and no farther; al- 
« ways preferring a poor Brother, if a good Man, beſore others in the lame Cir- 
„ cumitances. ina Word, it is there declared, That brotherly Love is the 
« Foundation and Glory of this anticnt Fraternity, *? 


I Taiwk, the moſt violent Oppugners of the Fraternity will not cavil at theſe 
Orders. It is true, they go no farther than zzral Religion: But let it not be 
thought, that 2 Me/or lays himſelf under any Sort of Obligation to be of that 
Religion ory, We ere © conſider Mankind as ſeparated from one another, not 
ſo much by the Boundaries of Kingdoms and Nations, as by the Animoſities u- 
ſually conſequent to a Diffcrence of Sentiments, eſpecially in Religion: Hence 
thete ſeem'd to be wanting ſome certain Band, whereby Men, merely as Men, 
might be conjoined as Friends and Brethren, notwithſtanding a Diſegreement in 
any particular Principles. Maſorry (if I am not miſtaken) is that Band; and 
hence it is, that the Religion of Nature is the Religion of Maſens, as ſuch : Elſe 
Maferry would be defective as to that univerſal Comprehenſion, which it ſeems to 
have been originally deſigu d and fitted for; and which, in my Opinion, is one 
of the great Excellencies of this antient Scheme: Namly, that Men of every De- 
nomination might be able to unite theniſelves together by ſome one Principle 
commno7z to all. However, when Chriſlians become Maſons, it is always 
preſumed that they will continue in that Faith; there being nothing in all 
their Art repugnant to the Faith, or to any of the Preceprts of Jeu Chriſt. 


Tuts may ſerve to give ſome Notion of the general Deſign of this antiert So- 
Ciety : Ac to it's peculiar Knewlege, and Ways of Conver/ing, they are relerved 
for another Place. I now beg Leave to conclude with a Word of Exhorta: - 
tion to ge, my Brethren, in Reference to the foregoing Subject, 


IT mus7 now addreſs you as Chriſlian Maſons, and bumbly igtreat you to 
make the pure Religion of the holy 7% the Baſis of your Freedom. As Free- 
aom is your Character, ſo let the truck Ide of it be your Choice, I believe 


* voa 


(16) 

Fou are perſuaded, that there are no Liberties which it becomes human Nature 
to take, abridged by Virtue and Piety. All Poliution, all Prophaneneſ and Ili- 
Mill, are unnatural; and therefore can have no Place in geur, or any Man's 
Freedom; But theſe fly away before the great Aar of the Goſpel, as Darkneſs 
before the Sun, — Had you engeged yourſelves.in this Union, by a Vew e- 
ven more binding than any which your impenetrable Secrecy cauſes the People 
to imagine; yet, if it was intended to bind you «to-any:Courſe or Action contra- 
ry to the Goſpel, it would be void in+itfelf; not oply. becauſe the Vow; by 
Which you have been dedicated to Crit, is prior to it; but alſo, becauſe your 
Obligation to Chriſtianity is ind iſpenſibly neceſſary, and. never can be icanceil'd, 
But ſince this is not- the Caſe, I am but N you to be compleat 27a/ons, 
While I perſuade you to be upright. Men, and holy Chriſtians. 7 ou hade been 
called unto Liberty; but, my ccar and worthy Brethren, I beſeech you rever to 
believe, that an Indulgence in Vice and Impiety- is any 
Remember your Name: Think upon the Badge of your Profeflion : And be ye 
M,aſters of your Art. Endeavour far an Illumination in the divine Doctrines of 
the Saviour 7%; and let iam, Heaven- born V iſdom, guide your Actions, 
and adorn your Lives: This will be your Door to perfe# Lilerty; your Saviour 
| Himifelf will make you free; and you have his Word, that if the Son makes you 
Free, you are free indeed. 


ee. 


" Axp while you, and all of this Fraternity, are every where 'commended for 
your mutual AM Fection to each other; I hope there is no Neceſſity that you ſhould 
be cautioned againſt tne unchriſtian and unmanly Temper of Ma»-owv Spiriteanr/e 
to ward others. Your Funds, I own, ought to be appropriated to the peculiar 
| Uſes for which they have beea greated : . But yet, your Obligatior.s: to other 
Men, in any of your Relations, muſkſuſter na. Dimiaution by your being Ma- 
ſons. And I further beg I.cave to ablerve, that as our Relation to 'Chri/tians, 
as ſuch, is antecedent to all voluntary Aſſociations whatſ>ever ; fo, a good Fel. 
Joa Chriſtian is better intitled to our Love and Eſteem, and to our good Offices, 
in a private Way, than an 7r-4/igious Brother Maſon. 


| PerHaPrs I do not ſpeak the Senſe of all my Brethren-in this; but you have 


heard my Reaſons for the Perſuaſion, and alcho' they ſhould rot be alike ſatiſ- 


factory to others, ye: you'll allow that it is my inherent Privilege, to deliver my 


Sentimeats here with Freedom. 5 


Max it pleaſe our almighty Lord, to eſtabliſh us with Grace in the Truth 
of his holy Goſpel ; and to ſtrengthen us in the inner Man; to raiſe us all from 
the Death cf Sin, and Bondage of Pollution, to a Life of Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs; That we may be mage lively Temples of ehe Hol; Gho/?, founded on 
Fas, the true Cerner- Stone; and finally pais through the Grave, and. Gate of 
2ath, to a joyful. ReſurreQion, through the ſame Jus Chriſt our Lord. 


” 


NDW to the'tternal Three in One, Father, Son, and Holy Gheſt, be Glory an 


5 De miuion, and all prfible Laue, Obedience, Adoration, for ever and ever, 
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Part. of your Freedom. 
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